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NEWSLETTER                                                                           SEPTEMBER 2005

MEN NEEDED NOW – A call for God’s men to rise to the challenge of our generation in Africa. The great need now is for young men and women: teachers and evangelists to carry the work further afield. Such being the case, what kind of men and women are needed? 1. Men who know God 2.  Men sent by God 3. Men who can face discouragement and not lose heart 4. Men who have the glory of Christ and the need of men at heart  5. Men who are students of the Word  6. Men able to teach others   7. Men willing to learn  8. Men able to get on with others  9. Men of balanced judgement 10. Men of spotless character.

School in Pemba, Mozambique?  There is urgent need to start a school in Pemba for the children of Zambian missionaries. This is a key issue and what we all must do is to pray with the certain knowledge that our Father who knows what we want and he has promised to provide. For such a school to start there is need for the following:

· A couple with teaching experience who will get on well with the children.

· They must be pioneer types who can manage when everything doesn’t work.

· They must be older people whose own children have completed education.

· They must be people who have faith and exercise it.

· They must be self funded

Mission Trip in October 2005 – God is calling the Zambian Church to win the lost and build Christ’s Church in Mozambique. You can lend a hand and be part of what God is doing in Mozambique! The leadership of Build Mozambique in Zambia is requesting a work team to go look-see and help Mutita and Charity Kashimoto with the work they are doing in Mozambique. Your participation will help encourage them, the believers and strengthen the work already started by the Kashimoto’s. These are the days of the latter rain and of the great harvest in Africa! In the Lord’s will the team leave for Mozambique in October 2005 and will work for approximately ten days. For more information contact Kelvin Samwata or John Symons at BMTZ. The build Mozambique in Zambia Board, comes under the BMTZ. The Board will prayerfully consider any who feel the Lord may be leading them to this pioneer work.

Commended to the Lord’s Work: 

Mark Lameck Banda has been commended from Bethel Chapel in Chingola to serve amongst the Yao people in Malawi. He is involved in friendship evangelism, youth work and teaching. Mark went to Malawi in March this year and was ably helped by the Brethren missionaries serving in Malawi (Dr & Mrs David Newell, Mr & Mrs Harper and Mr & Mrs David Croudace) together with the National leadership. Mark came back to Zambia in June and will be returning to Malawi in the Lord’s will in October 2005. We therefore seek your prayers and fellowship for our brother Mark Lameck Banda.

Arnold Chama is a brother commended from Mansa West CMML Church. He is serving the Lord at Moshe in Tanzania under the Tanzanian CMML Church. Alan McKinnon a missionary from Scotland ably helps him in the work. We therefore seek your prayers and fellowship for our brother Arnold Chama.

Patrick and Grace Mulenga commended to serve the Lord in Maputo, Mozambique by Kabwe Chapel. They are involved in Pioneering evangelism, Ministering to people with AIDS, pastoral care, relief work, work amongst women, youth and children. We therefore seek your prayers and fellowship for Patrick, Grace and their family.

The need for training – “distilled” from an article by Dr Ian Burness in the March 2005 Echoes magazine issue: There are many needs in Africa today, and these are varied. Leadership is generally poor, although there are many effective evangelists, so the need for Bible teachers and those with the ability to disciple believers in their faith and in the Word of God is critical. We confess that this is not just a need in Africa but is also a priority in other parts of the world, including the West. It is compounded in Africa by the fact that Christian growth has been rapid in some parts, while the dislocations produced by wars and political instability have affected the ability to teach and train leaders. Some are tackling this through discipleship training events, through Mini-Bible schools and through the development of training facilities, but the need is so great that resources need to be shared and models developed that are appropriate to each context. Without mature leadership, any developing work is open to many influences that can quickly undermine it.

Notices

Lilanda Gospel Chapel Annual Conference: The brethren of Lilanda Gospel Chapel in Lusaka will host their annual conference September 16-18, 2005. Lord willing, Friday – Sunday. Jim McPhail from Horrogate in the United Kingdom is the scheduled speaker. They also expect tow other brethren speakers from the United Kingdom to minister at the conference. You are all invited to join them at this conference. Lunch will be provided at the Chapel on Saturday 17 and Sunday 18th September. If you’d like to have more information or register for this conference, please contact: Lilanda Gospel Chapel, 12 Commonwealth Avenue, P O Box 33234 Lusaka Fax: 02 250197 Email: Lzulu@zamnet.zm
IBCM4: The International Brethren Conference on Mission which are held at four-yearly intervals – the next God willing, in Germany in the middle of 2007 (Monday 25 June – Sunday 1 July 2007). These conferences have encouraged the emergence of similar conferences of national leaders in the Brethren movement in different regions of the world. The IBCM 4 will be held at Missionshaus Biblelschule Wiedenest, in the Oberberg hills east of Cologne in Germany. Wiedenest has been an outstanding centre of training and outreach in Europe and beyond for over 100 years. It has excellent facilities for a conference of this kind. The theme of the conference will focus on questions of cross-cultural and cross-generational evangelism and discipling, and what they mean for the structure, practices and methods of our churches in different parts of the world. Mr Felix Muchimba of Zambia will give a strategic address on The gospel and culture. For more details please contact: Dr Neil Summerton (summerto@hornsey.u-net.com), Missionhaus Bibelschule Wiedenest e.V. (info@wiedenest.de) Or Kelvin Samwata (panafrica@musenga.org).

Book Review

Come Out! - Published by Copperbelt Christian Publications

Price: K6, 000

This book is available from most Christian Bookshops in Zambia.

This book is intended for true Christian believers, that is, those who have become children of God by being born into God’s family through faith in Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour from sin. It will also help unbelievers understand what is involved in the Christian life. It is for new believers as well as for those who have been Christians a long time, but are experiencing difficulties in leaving their old way of life behind. This book is not written in a critical spirit, but out of a deep concern for those experiencing the problems mentioned above. The purpose of this book will not be achieved unless it is read with an open mind.

Christian Family Manual 1 - Published by Copperbelt Christian Publications

Price: K10, 000

This book is available from most Christian Bookshops in Zambia.

Six eminent Zambian Christian leaders have joined forces to put together this excellent symposium on the Christian family. Topics ranging from Marriage, Parenting, Childlessness, Finances, Marriage Problems, Widowhood, Disease and Death are carefully considered from the Scripture against the backdrop of Zambian culture. So what IS a Christian family? It is a family with Jesus Christ at its centre; a home where God is both loved and obeyed. Every family has its problems and difficulties—it is impossible to live closely together without experiencing these. But instead of depending on customs and ideas from worldly cultures, a Christian family will approach problems with God’s Word as a guidebook, and with prayer as a direct link with God. I n our everyday life, God’s love should speak loudly to those around us.

Christian Family Manual 2 - Published by Copperbelt Christian Publications

Price: K10, 000

This book is available from most Christian Bookshops in Zambia.

For the second book in the series, thirteen well-qualified Christian men and women have contributed articles on a variety of subjects tackling contemporary issues such as Family Planning, Charms and Love Portions, Abortion, Unemployment, Substance Abuse, and Economically forced separation. How does one cope with teenagers who seem estranged from reality, who try to take their won life, or take to the streets? This book contains many challenging thoughts on these sensitive matters.

The Trustees of Brethren Missionary Trust of Zambia – Dr Godwin Beene, Oliver Mulenga, Geshom Chioni, Isaiah Chalwe, Felix Muchimba and Kelvin Samwata.  Advisors: Alan Park and Philip Grove.
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